
MONTEREY 
243 EX EXPLORER

The 11-person Monterey
243 EX Explorer is a beefy 
mid-size deckboat with plenty
of freeboard. While the helm 
is located farther forward to
open up the cockpit for 
more comfort, there’s still 
an impressive amount of
room in the wide bow area,
much more than on a typical
runabout.

In the cockpit there’s spa-
cious U-shaped seating aft
and a pair of swivel bucket
seats forward, both with flip-
up bolsters. To port is the
enclosed head with an open-
ing portlight with screen, a
sink with a pullout shower and
a Porta Potti. A chemical toilet

with a pumpout deck fitting or
a porcelain manual pump
toilet with a holding tank is
optional. 

Deckboats are considered
by many to be the SUVs of the
water, so they need to perform
on a number of different levels
— especially in regard to
watersports. The 234 doesn’t
disappoint with an in-floor ski
locker and a centerline walk-
through transom leading to
the standard extended swim
platform with a boarding lad-
der. A stainless ski tow eye also
comes standard, and a wake-

board tower is optional
(300 or 320 hp engine options
are recommended for the best
results with the tower). When
you’re in the mood for cruis-
ing, you can count on the 
243 to deliver sound perform-
ance and a solid ride in calm 
to somewhat dicey water
conditions. 

Some other options to
think about include snap-in
carpet, a forward shower and a
Kenwood premium upgrade
package with Kenwood speak-
ers, a subwoofer and two
amplifiers.

The Monterey 243 EX Ex-

plorer measures 25 feet with
the extended swim platform
and lists for $52,009 with a 300
hp MerCruiser 350 MAG MPI
and a Bravo III drive. 
■ MORE INFO: Monterey Boats;
(352) 528-2628; www.monterey-
boats.com. Circle 21 on reader
service card, page 97.

Specifications
Length 25 ft. (w/swim plat-
form)
Beam 8 ft., 6 in.
Capacity 11 people
Weight 5,000 lbs.
Fuel capacity 57 gals.
Maximum power 320 hp
Base price (w/300 hp
MerCruiser 350 MAG MPI)
$52,009*
*Price can vary depending on options and location —
price does not include trailer or freight

CHAPARRAL 
234 SUNESTA

Chaparral builds an
upscale boat and is known for
laying it on think in terms of
style and performance. The
14-person Chaparral 234
Sunesta deckboat is no excep-
tion and is made to treat you
and your passengers to a
thrilling ride and make you

look good doing it.
In the performance arena,

Chaparral relies on its Ex-
tended V-Plane hull, which is
designed to deliver quicker
planing times, better corner-
ing and improved stability.
Throw in the standard extend-
ed swim platform and an
optional wakeboard tower,
and this boat is ready for some
serious watersports action.

As you would expect from
any midsize deckboat, the
interior of the 234 has a large
bow area for passenger com-
fort as well as a forward swim
platform with a ladder. In the
cockpit there is a pair of
Chaparral’s Dura-Flex suspen-
sion bucket seats with flip-up
bolsters and U-shaped wrap-
around seating to the rear. To
port there’s an enclosed head
with a standard Porta Potti and
a galley with a sink, faucet, ice
chest and storage. 

A walk-through transom 
to starboard ensures easy
access to the swim platform
and large sunpad, which lifts
to reveal a large molded-in
storage trunk. While most
everything you could ask for
comes standard on the 234,
there are a few options to con-

sider, including a wakeboard
tower, a VacuFlush head and
snap-in carpet.

Befitting of its polished atti-
tude, the Chaparral 234 Sunesta
lists for $53,177 equipped with a
300 hp MerCruiser 350 MAG
MPI. 
■ MORE INFO: Chaparral Boats,
Inc.; (229) 686-7481; www.chapar-
ralboats.com. Circle 5 on reader
service card, page 97.

Specifications 
Length 24 ft., 3 in. (w/swim
platform)
Beam 8 ft., 6 in.
Capacity 14 people
Dry weight 4,350 lbs.
Fuel capacity 53 gals.
Maximum power 320 hp
Base price (w/300 hp MerCruiser
350 MAG MPI) $53,177*
*Price can vary depending on options and location —
price does not include trailer or freight
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